CAPTURE OF TIRUVATI AND CHINGLEPUT

of action and girded up their loins to exhibit their faithful-
ness. As soon as the Turk, Tahmast Khan, reached Chingleput,
he ascended the hill with his army, where the French had
encamped, and exerted himself in scattering the leaves in
the garden of the enemy's forces. Those of the French who
escaped his sword, ran down the hill slope. The victorious
Khan pursued them, striking them with his sword. Many heads
were broken by the hoofs of the horses, swift as wind. In this
excitement which resembled the resurrection day, one French
soldier from among the scattered group was hiding himself in
fear underneath a stone on the way. As the Khan passed by him,
his eyes caught sight of that furious lion. Immediately he lost
his senses in fear. The loaded gun which he used as a walking
stick in his distressed condition slipped from his hand and
exploded on striking against the earth, while the bullet struck
the Khan. Thus the great commander of the forces was
killed, and this incident furnished illustration of the proverb,
"the jackal gets bold to pounce upon the lion, the raven to hunt
the hawk."
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